‘MSBA’s Delivery of Legal Services

Attorney reduced fee legal

services progmm retums

By Janet Sudma.n Eveleth

Judieare, a-supplemental {egal serviges.

program that helps low-income Marylanders
with their damestic law matters, is return-
ing. Thig:artorneyreduced:f
program, offered under the ‘duspices of the

Legal Aid Bureau in the ’70s: and, *80s, is

-being :ew‘/amﬁéd by MSBA's Section on De-
livery of Legal Services, Maryland's Judiciary,

the Maryland Legal Servicés Corporation:
(MLSC) andthie state’s’ lega.[ services com- _

“munity. The revitalized Judicare progtam,
which curfendy has four pilot projects in-

~derway in the state, 'hopcs to fill a growing
gap in the legal services arena by embracing
the prwate Bar... )

 legal services

services aimed at supporting low-income

o __Ma:ylanders with their civil legal needs,”
explains TracyBrown, Executive Director of
" the Women's Law Centér and past Chaif of

-.the Section. “On .one side of the spéctrum.
are the direct service programs supported.

by MLSC, and on the other end are the

-pro bono attorneys who voldnteer for pro
bono service and directly help indigent
clients for free, either on an individ_ﬁal.
basis or through structured legal services-
programs. The Pro Bono Resource Center -
‘usuzlly makes the feferral.”™ S
“The truly indigent qua.hfyfor the. Legal o
Aid Bureau, but an incredsing numiber of .-
low-income Marylanders now fallin berwein, -

Legal Aid’s cligibility standards and MLSC
guidelirtes,” asserts Brown. Known as Mary-

land’s “working poor,” this group of citizens

Section Revitalizes udlcare

“There is a whole 'spec'trum ‘of legal

falls :widlin a “gap™in the _statc’s delivery of -
legal services; they needlegal help, most often
in family law, bur cannor afford it.” Judicare
will target this gap through the support of
the state’s private attorneys. . .
MSBA's. Long Range Planning Com—
mittke isalso studying Judicare, “Everyone is
concerned about access to the state’s justice
system, along with the corollary of how we'
improve access for those with limited means -
and the middle class,” states the' Honorable

'LynneBattaglia, Chair of MSBA's Lonig Range-

Planning Commirtee. She has establishied -

* an -Access 1o Justice Subcommmee chat is .

working with the Judiciary's Cortimission 6n-
Access to Justice to teview “the whole tenure.
of what needs to be addresscd, mcludmg the '
Judicare program. - :

‘See Judicare Page 19._
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In 2007, a ]udume study was.

‘on Delivery of Legal Services thh_r.he
support of the: Adminiserative Office

| hired Michael Millemann, alaw pro-.

asked him'to conduct “an analysis of

version ofthe 1970s Judicare program
in Maryland.” It the *70s Judicare’

. itpetsons who othcrwxsc would not

'acéeptxng ]udxmr G!SCS in famlly

- hour with. & cap- of $1,600 fof 20
‘hours of wotk. The report farther
pmposcd that “dtrothey compcnsa—
tion include a vaiver provision for

if theattorriey works fiveadditional
pro bono hours.” MSBA: Board of
Goveriors approved -this reporid
May 2007 and it was annoinced as

2007 Anniual Meeting:
- MLSCand the AOC acoeptcd

commissioned by MSBA’s: -Section- -

of the Courts (AOC). The Section

fessor at the University of Maryland"
School of Law, as-a consultant and’

| theviabilityof réinstating an updated-

- ptogram, private’ lawyers were paid
reduced fees- to- serve-lowsincome-

| taw mateers shouki be pzud $80 per

aJoint Bar/Bench projectat MSBAs -

the report and, to examine various

modified' madels, funded four pilot

Judicare programsin January 2008.

Each pilot is tailored to the specific
needsof i&‘juﬁ;di;tion. The objec-

tive is to expand representation-

in famﬂy law marcers at reduced

fees. These pilot programs, ‘whichi -

include: theAllcganyLawFouli‘

tion;the CommumryLegalSemces :
of. Pnnce ‘George's: - Couny;. the”
* Harford ‘County Bar Foundarion
and the Maryland Voluriteer Law-

ycts Service, will operate through.

. Jurie 30, 2009: Expansion plansare
. already-underway. :
* . *Judicare is’the private Bar’s

‘contribution:in proyiding legal sec-
vices to thosein need,” states Brown.

‘. Through “this reducéd-fee legal

serviges program, private attorneys
providedomesticlegal servicestothe
targeted group. and are reimbussed a

certainamount for their services. As

envisioned; Judicareisthefinal piece
in the legal services spectrum;, where

- private attorneys fill the gap.
up'to $800 in additional payments -

Ascurfently structured, the go-

ing rate forattorneysin the Judicare
- program is $80 an hour and it is
-limited to familylaw, as therein lies
" thegreatestneed. “Privateattorneys
‘are giving services and getting paid
* for them,” she states, “Plus; they

are makinga conuibution on a pro

bono basis; as they are accepting a
reduced fee for their lega\'J servicesto
accommodate thisgrowing segment
of needy Marylanders.”

There are 2 number of benefits

‘to attorneys participating in the Ju-

dicare progeam. Most ifportantly,
they are helping the low-income
with their legal needs and offering
partial pro  bona service. Moreover,

“the atrorneys know they are going

. toget paid,” asserts Brown. “When
-they submit.a bill to the program,
theygetpaid, whichis notalways the

case with some client paymcnts
““All ofusin thelegal communi-
tyhavean obligation tosupportlegal
services;” Brown concludes, “and it
is the right thing to do. Arrorneys
can do ‘this-by. donating funding;
volunteerinig for pro bono services

‘or providing legal services through
- Judicare, where they can work fora

reduced fee, with the clients paying
nothing,” concludes Brown. “Our
Section is always analyzing where

. thegreatest need is for legal services’

to the poor.” She hopes. this need

will be servéd through thie private

Bar’s support.of arid pa.rtlclpauon

-m, Judicare.

Maryland attorneys interested

" in signing up should ga to thieir lo-

cal jurisdiction or refer to MLSC's
website, www._mlsc.org.



