
MSBA's Delivery of Legal Services
 
","-",~ ~,Mctj~~ RevitalizesJudicare
 
;;.: J: - ~.,. -. -,:-- .." , .' . 

Attorney reduced-Jee legal "There is a whole spectrum of legal fallswithi~ a "gap" in the state's delivery of 
se'rvkes aimed at supporting low-income legal services; they needlegal help, most often 

services programretliTnS ' Matylanders with their ,civil 'legal needs;" mfamily law; bu~ cannot afford it," Judicaie 
J --' " ~piaihsTra-cY;~Btown:;·Exe.cutjve Directorof Will .target this gap through the support ofBy jan,'etStidman,"Eveleth ,,' ' , ,

, the'Women's' Law Center and past Chair of the state's private attorneys, 
Judiare, a: supplemel)taliegaIservi<:es "'rhe-5ection" "On one side of the spectrum, MSBA's, Long Range Planning Com­

program that helps low-income Marylanders are the direct service programs supported', inittl:e is also studyingJudicare, "Everyone is 
with Their dQffiestic law matters, is return- l5y MLSC, and on rhe orher en'd are the concerned abo~t access to the stare's juStice ' 
Ing. This·,arrorneY'reduced"fee legal sen'ices ,pro bono a,ttorneys ",ho volunteer for pro system, along with the corollary of how we, 
program, offered ~nder the'a{,spices of the bono service and direcdy help indigent' improve access for, thosewith limired,means' 
Legal Aid Bureau in the '70s arid, '80s, is clienrs for free, eith'er on an individ~al and the middle class," stares the Honorable 

'being revamplid by MSBA's Section on De- basis or through structured legal services LynrieBatraglia,ChairofMSBA'sLongRange 
livery ofLegal 'Services, Maryland's Judiciary, programs. The Pro Bono ResourceCenrer' Planning Committee. She has establiShed ' 
the Marylanq Legal Services Corporati~n usually niakes th~ referral.'; , " aiI,Access ro Justice Stlbcommitteetl1at is ' 
(MLSC) and'thestare'negal services com- , "The truly indigenr quali/jrfor theL<:gal':' working with the Judiciary's ConUn~ion on' 
munity. the;mitalized Judi~e progcim, Aid Bureau, but an increasing,number ()f " Access toJuitice tor,eview "the whole,t~rire, 
which, currendy has four pilot projects UnC low-incomeMarylandersnovv falUn berweln " ofwhat needs to be addiessed,"~ncluding,the ' 

, ~erway in di~ state, hopes' to fill a growing Legal Aid's digibility standards 'and MLSC Judicare program. ' ' 
gap in the legilJ services' arena'by ~mbracing guidelines," asserts Brown. Known as Mary-
the ,prixate:Bar., ,,' land's "working poor," this group ofcitizens See]uJkare Page 19, 
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In 2007. a Jlldicare study Was, the report aild, to examine various' bono basis; as rhey are accepting a 
comlIlissiotie4by MSBA's:¥cciori', modiliedinodcls, fundedfuurpilot reduced fee for their legal services ro 
'011, DelivciryofiegaI&rvicesWith the 'JudicareprogramsinJanuary2008. , accommodate thisgmwingsegrneIit 
suppOrt ofthe,AdminiStrative office Each pilot is tailored to the s~fic of needy Marylanders~" 
of the Courts (AOq. The Sciccion needsofi~ju.risdi~tion. T:he,<)~jeC- There are a numb~r ofbenefits 

'hiredMichaelMillemann,alawpro-, tive is roexpand representation' to attorneysparcicipatingin theJu­

fessor at the'Univ=ity ofMaryland ' in &mily law matters at redu,ad di.aire prqgram. Most importantly,
 
School of Law, asatonSulrant and fet's:'1'hesepilot pro~, which: they <lfe helping the low-income
 

,askedbimto conduct"ar; analysis.of indude: the Allegany LawFound.3.- with their le;gal needs arid offering
 
theviabilityofreinstaiingan updated' tiori;theCOmmuniryLegalSerVices 'parcialpro bono service. Moreover,
 
version ofthe 1970sjudicareerogram of Vri~c.;George'sCouriry; the ,"the atto~neys know they are going
 
in Maryland." ,Iil the 70sJ!Jdicare fIUfordCounryBar Foundation to get paid," aSSertS Brown. "When
 

, . program, pri.vatelawyers we4pa)d ,~d the Maryland Volunteer Law- ',theysubmii:ilbill to the program, 
redllCedfeeS toseiv.doW~incilDie' yersServiee.will opeiat~ ili,Jough.theygetpaid. :which is notalwaysthe 
,pns- :wh~ oth~ w6uia, not " jillie 30, 2009~Ex}>ansionplans are 'case with some eUem payments." ' 

~; :,o~~~~~Z:~~ ~~~ alrea~Ju1~r:!ilie private Bar's ty~~o:~~~~;~u;;:I: ' 

.. : and' Recol'nmerid'atioQ.s,on,the" contribution.in proyidit:.gfegalser- services," Brown condudes, "and it 
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accepting jlld:iqre Cases ill, /'aInily providedomesticlegalservicesto the :orproviding legal services through 
'law inattclss!J.ollidbe'paid $80.per ' targete'dgroup and are reirnburseda Judicare. :where they can work for a 

, hou,with a~p 6£$1;600 fot 20 certaiii:a:mount for their services. As reduced fee; with the clients paying 
'boursof work; The:rep¢I:t fUrthei envisioned;judicareisthefinalpiece notlimg," concludes Brown. "Our 
proposed that "a-ttainey cOnipensa- in thelegal services spectrum, where Section is always analyzing where 
tion inclugea v.;uve~ pro\,jsion fur 'private atrorp~ fill'the gap: the greatest need is for legal services ' 
up: to' $800 in "dditiol)a1 payTOeflts. Ncurientlysuucj:ured, thega- to the poor." She hopes this need 
ifthe'attortieyworksfiveadditional ingrateforattorneysinthejudieare will b~ serVed through the priVate' 
pro bono hoUrs." MSBA'~Bo3rdof 'program is $80 an hour and it is Bar's supportofahd participation 
Governors a-pproved,this reponiri ,liniited,to fiunilylaw, as therein,lies ,in, Judicare. 
May 2007 and it Was annOUnced as thegreat<:Stneed. "Privateattorpe}'5 MarYland attorneys intereSted 
ajointBar/Benchprojei:tat MSBA's ' 'are giving semces and 'getting paid in signing up should go to their 10­
2007 Annual Meeting. ' for them," she, States. "Plus; they cal jurisdiction or refer to MLSC's 

MLSC and theAOC aCcepted are making acontribution on a pro web~ite, :www~mlsc.org. 


